
Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 

International Politics 
 

 

Course Code: 13S.POLY.CAR.1A    Instructor: Nicholas Clark 

 

International Politics was part of the 2013 Center for Talented Youth (CTY) Summer 

Residential Program held in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The course met for three weeks, five 

hours per day, five days per week, and students attended a two-hour homework session 

five nights per week, supervised by the instructor or teaching assistant. There were at 

least 100 contact hours with the discipline.  

 

The course employed three approaches to the study of international politics. First, we 

learned essential concepts from the international relations (IR) literature and examined 

competing explanations of state behavior in the international system. Through this 

examination of IR theories, students should have the background knowledge necessary to 

continue their studies of international politics after the conclusion of the course. Second, 

we studied the history and politics of different countries from around the globe. This 

‘area studies’ approach allowed students to pursue their unique interests and encouraged 

them to develop a specialized knowledge about politics in a particular region. Finally, we 

examined several contemporary problems in the international system, such as terrorism 

and nuclear proliferation; issues that will continue to influence international politics for 

many years. The course often interwove these three approaches. The instructor framed 

the regional and issue-based studies with the theoretical approaches and used examples 

from international politics to illuminate different scholarly arguments.  

 

In the first week, the instructors provided an overview of the broader theories in 

international relations and then examined the conditions for inter-state conflict. In the 

second week, we transitioned into topics concerning international cooperation and then 

studied international political economy (IPE). In the final week, we focused on current 

problems in global politics, such as terrorism, ethnic conflict and development. The 

course emphasized that neither academic scholarship nor practical experience provides 

clear answers to problems in international relations. Each problem had many potential 

explanations and solutions. The course provided students with the balanced tools to 

analyze different perspectives and develop an understanding of conflict and cooperation 

in international politics.  

 

Texts and Periodicals: 

 

Baylis, John, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens. 2011. The Globalization of World  

Politics: An Introduction to International Relations. Oxford University Press.  

 

Chua, Amy. 2004. World on Fire: How Exporting Free Market Democracy Breeds 

 Ethnic Hatred and Global Instability. Anchor.  
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Easterly, William R. 2002. The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists' Adventures and  

Misadventures in the Tropics. MIT Press.  

 

Rourke, John T. 2006. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World  

Politics. McGraw-Hill/Dushkin.  

 

The New York Times.  

 

Requirements: 

 

Readings: Students were assigned chapters from Baylis, Chua, Easterly and Rourke to 

read during some afternoon and evening class sessions. We sought to outline and assess 

the arguments made within each reading. Each student took notes that summarized these 

arguments, which served to structure student input in the classroom discussions. These 

discussions provided students the opportunities to correct any misunderstandings, to offer 

opinions on the material and to engage the subject international politics. Every student 

was required to participate in the discussions.  

 

Simulation and Debates: We conducted a Model European Union simulation and a series 

of debates on how the United States should respond to conflicts in Syria, North Korea, 

and Iran. Every student was required to participate in these activities. Every student wrote 

a profile paper for the Model European Union and a case for the North Korea debates. 

For the profile paper, students researched and analyzed the agenda of a European 

country. For the debate case, students researched a particular approach to the issue of 

containing proliferation in Iran and authored a plan and supporting case for that approach. 

Both papers allowed students the opportunity to develop their opinions on different 

regional and global issues.  

 

General Business: 

 

Students received outlines providing the details for each assignment.  

 

The class was conducted in a hands-on, interactive manner. Students were encouraged to 

ask questions, introduce discussion points, articulate their opinions and comment on the 

reading materials. The small class size allowed everyone numerous opportunities to 

participate in the discussions.  
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  What 

(Skill goals/knowledge 

goals/concepts) 

How 

(Activities/readings) 

Day 1 morning 

 

 

 

Course introduction and pre-

evaluation exam 

 

NYT Subject _____  

New York Times 

afternoon Essential concepts in 

international relations (IR) 

 

Approaches to globalization  

Lecture and discussion 

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

evening 

 

Economic impacts of 

globalization  

Chua Introduction and assigned 

chapters 

Day 2 morning 

 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

History of international 

relations 

New York Times 

 

Lecture and discussion  

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

afternoon 

(Lab) 

Ethnic minorities and 

conflict  

Research  

evening Cold War politics Thirteen Days film 

Day 3 morning 

 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

Presentations of research on 

ethnic minorities  

New York Times 

 

Student presentations and 

discussion 

afternoon Realism   Lecture and discussion  

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

evening Political consequences of 

globalization  

Chua Chapters 5-7 

Day 4 morning 

 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

Liberalism 

New York Times  

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

afternoon 

 

The art of debate 

 

Discuss upcoming debate 

activity 

Discuss structure of debating 

Watch example debates 

evening 

 

Issues in international 

politics 

Assigned readings from Rourke 

 

Day 5 morning NYT Subject _____  

 

Theories of conflict  

New York Times  

 

Lecture and discussion  

afternoon Bargaining in conflict 

situations 

Coalitions game 
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evening 

(Sunday) 

(Lab) 

Prepare for Rourke debates Research 

Day 6 morning 

 

Different approaches to 

international issues 

 

 

Debates 

 

 

afternoon 

 

Regimes, cooperation, and 

international organizations 

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

evening 

 

Development  Easterly Chapters 1-3 

Day 7 morning 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

The history and institutions 

of the European Union  

New York Times 

 

Lecture and discussion 

afternoon 

 

Political simulations 

 

Discuss upcoming simulation 

Watch example simulation 

evening 

(Lab) 

Prepare for simulation Research 

Day 8 morning 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

The European debt crisis 

New York Times 

 

Lecture and discussion  

afternoon 

evening 

(Lab) 

Prepare for simulation Research 

Day 9 morning Model European Union Simulation 

afternoon Model European Union 

 

NYT Subject _____  

Simulation 

 

New York Times  

evening Development 

  

Easterly Chapters 4-7 

Day 10 morning 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

International political 

economy  

New York Times 

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

afternoon International conflicts 

 

The media and politics 

Discuss debates over Syria, 

Iran, and North Korea 

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

Example videos  

evening 

(Sunday) 

(Lab) 

Prepare for debates Research 
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Day 11 morning 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

Middle East politics and the 

Arab Spring 

New York Times  

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

afternoon 

(Lab) 

Prepare for debates 

 

Research 

evening Social Injustice in Iran Persepolis film 

Day 12 morning 

 

 

 

NYT Subject _____  

 

Terrorism  

New York Times 

 

Lecture and discussion 

 

Baylis Chapter __ 

afternoon 

evening 

(Lab) 

Prepare for debates Research 

Day 13 morning 

afternoon 

US foreign policy toward 

rogue states 

 

Debates 

  

evening 

 

Inter-state diplomacy Simulation preparation 

Day 14 morning 

afternoon 

Inter-state diplomacy Simulation 

evening Environmental policy and 

gender policy at the 

international level 

Baylis Chapters __ 

Day 15 morning NYT Subject _____  

 

Post-Test Assessment 

New York Times 

 


